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1. M. Simon, foruer reglonal head of the FFI, and now Communist nlunic-
cipel counsclor in idarselille, belleved that the Corrmnists will
experience a shary reverssl in Jctober's mmicipal elections., Commu-
nist “arty authorities in the_Bouches-du~-TRhone Department have
expredsed the 8ame opinion. :

2. leasona advanced for the Comuunist loss of atrength are the follow-~

Ing:

&z Unfavorable publlc reactlon to the atrikes. This attltude 1a
£g2e held by many workers who have participated in the strikes
‘Bg;ss with great reluctance. In uarseille, dock workers and sailors
§§§ g 4 have indlcated resentient against Communlist and CGT abuses.
g8 E2
,;Egi‘ég b The record of the Comuunlst Party in the munlcipal governume: it
iﬁ s 25 8 of Harseille has baen poor, varticularly in the fields of
'8 é?§5_§ & finance and reconstructlon. It has besen alleged by Party eu-
o285 B thorities that the Socielists have done everything in their
2:::;35 o 8 power to prevent the municipal policy of the Communists from
;%§*QL>f = succeeding. In parstlcular, they emphasize sabotage on the part
fgﬁ‘"s«v.g of' Socialist employees in the municipsl govermment, who, in
sggiség & the course of trheilr work, have delayed the execution of ordurs
uﬂ%i;gg % and thus comproalsed the ends snvisapged by the Communists,
EoE5% 2

R
.

On tie other hand, the RI'P is reportedly gaining strength. In Toulun
1t has more than seven thoisand re:bers, althoupgh in early *ay theras
wers only two thousand members 'ii the Gaulllist Union. In large part,
the members. comes from the Sociaslist Party, This incrcase is asscribed
to disgust with the policies and methods of the Corrunists, rather
than to the appeal of General &e Gaulle pesrsonally or of his idess.

4. 1In larsellle, 1t has been reliably reported that La France, & news-
paper directed by the PRI Deputy Bergasse, will make comion causge
with the I3FP and present the same slection 1ist.
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